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The Discipleship Ministry

Purpose:  The purpose of the discipleship ministry is to help individuals grow in the process of becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

“So then, just as you have received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”     Colossians 2:6-7

Goals of the “Discovering D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.H.I.P.” lessons:  

1. To define who a disciple of Jesus Christ is and what disciples do.  

2. To establish a person in the habit of a daily time alone with God that includes Bible reading, prayer, and scripture memorization.  

3. To equip a person with basic Bible knowledge and train them how to apply the truth of God’s word in their life.  

4. To build a relationship with God’s people through one to one mentoring partnerships, participation in a small groups and involvement within the church family.  

5. To help launch a person in fulfilling the purposes of worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and missions.  

Responsibilities of the Encourager and Disciple:  

1. To meet together weekly one on one or in a small group to study and review the lessons in the booklet “Discovering D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.H.I.P.”

2. To establish a daily quiet time.

3. To memorize suggested scriptures together.

4. To faithfully attend all regular worship services.

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION

During the next twelve weeks you will be required to memorize eight scripture verse.  These will help you be secure in your faith and help you to share your faith clearly with others.

Our Problem

Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”                                                                                                 

Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”                                              

God’s Solution

Romans 5:8  “But God demonstrates His own love in this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”                                              

Our Choice

Romans 10:9  “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”                                                                  

Romans 10:13  “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”                                                                                          

Our Security

John 1:12  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”                                 

Ephesians 2:8-9  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”                                                     

1 John 5:11-13  “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”                                               

Discipleship Covenant

I, ______________________________________________________________ 

covenant with ____________________________________________________ 

to enter into a discipleship relationship and agree to the following:

1. To study and answer the questions in the lessons of the “Discovering  D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.H.I.P.” book.

2. To meet one on one with my encourager or correspond with them by internet (e-mail, Facebook, etc.) after completing each lesson in order to review the lesson, be accountable to and pray for one another.

3. To memorize and review weekly the eight verses of scripture prescribed in the book.

4. To faithfully attend regular worship services and a Connection Group. 

Signed: ________________________________________________________

Encourager: __________________________________________________

Date:  _______________________________________________________

Discovering D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.H.I.P.

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”     Colossians 2:6-7

This booklet is designed to help you understand what it means to be a disciple.  It will help you to interact with God’s Word, the Bible, and allow you to discover what God says about how a person should follow him.  As you read the Bible, write down the verses of Scripture, and respond to the questions.  Doing this will help you will learn many important truths that will help you to grow in your understanding of who God is, what He has done and how we can properly relate to Him.    

The goal of these lessons is that you will establish a strong foundation to build your spiritual life upon.  A building cannot survive the storms of nature if it is not built on a solid foundation.  The same is true for our spiritual life.  It also cannot survive the storms of life if it is not built on a solid foundation.  This booklet will help you build a solid and strong foundation as you build your faith and learn how to please God and fulfill His purposes in your life.

Helps for your study

1. Use a good translation of the Bible.

2. Set aside a definite time and place to do your study.

3. Begin your study with prayer, asking God to teach you from His Word.

4. After reading the question and the related Bible verse, answer the questions in your own words.

5. Remember, the goal of your study should be a changed life.  Think about what you study and look for ways to apply the truth to your life.

6. Share what you are learning with a friend and your discipleship encourager.  

Lessons:
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Bible passages cited in this booklet will give the name of the book, chapter, and verse.  For example, Romans 5:1 refers to the book of Romans, chapter 5, verse 1, etc.

Lesson 1

Decision To Follow Jesus Christ

Discipleship is a decision.  

A disciple is a person who learns from and follows a master.  We use other terms to describe similar relationships such as student and teacher, player and coach, protégé and mentor, apprentice and journeyman.  It is a person who desires to learn from someone who is more experienced and able.  

To enter into such a relationship requires a choice and commitment.  A person must decide to accept the discipline and instruction of their teacher and come under their authority in order to be called a disciple.  Discipleship cannot exist without discipline.

1.  How did Jesus describe the relationship of a disciple?

Matthew 10:24-25a:   

Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ is a decision.  A person must decide if they are willing to submit their life to the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  The word “Lord” means one who is sovereign; one who has power and authority over others.

2. What does Jesus ask of a person who wants to be a disciple?

Matthew 16:24-26:  

3.  What did Jesus ask people interested in following him to do?

Luke: 14:25-33:   

Jesus asks people to count the cost and consider what it means to become his follower.  

MAN’S CONDITION

To follow Jesus first requires that we deal with our sin and self-willed life.   The history of mankind has been one of rebellion and defiance against their Creator.  

4. The account of man’s initial disobedience is recorded in Genesis 2 and 3.  What did God tell Adam and Eve not to do?

Genesis 2:16-17:  

5.  What did the LORD say would be the results of disobedience?

Verse 17:  
6. In what way did the serpent tempt Eve regarding this command?

Genesis 3:1-5:      

7.  What did Adam and Eve choose to do?   

Verse 6:   

8.  How did Adam and Eve’s choice affect the whole of mankind?

Romans 5:12:  

Romans 3:23:  

Each of us has a nature that desires to be totally independent and self-centered.  Beginning with childhood and on through adulthood we tend to rebel against those who are in authority over us.   This carries over into our relationship with God.  The ultimate question we have to decide is, “Who will be in charge of my life?”  When we choose to ignore God and his laws this is called sin 

9. What are the consequences of sin?     

Romans 6:23:  
Physical death is separation from life.  Spiritual death is separation from God, the author of life.  When a person who is not a Christian dies, he or she is separated from God forever in a place called hell.     

GOD’S PROVISION

10. How did God demonstrate His great love toward sinful man?

Romans 5:8:  
11. What did Jesus’ death do for us?  

1 Peter 3:18:  
12. What does God promise those who believe and trust in Jesus?

John 3:16:   
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13. What does this picture and Ephesians 2:8-9 teach us about obtaining eternal life?

People try many ways to get to God, good works, meditation techniques, religious rituals, etc.  However, God is the one who provided a way for us to know him by building a bridge for us to cross, which is the cross of Christ. 

MAN’S RESPONSE

Read Acts 16:30-31.

What did the Philippian jailer ask?  

What did Paul instruct him to do?  

16. What does God promise those who believe in Jesus Christ?
John 1:12:   

Romans 10:9, 13:  

Becoming a Christian is an act of a person’s mind, heart and will.  It means that a person is convinced and believes in their mind that Jesus is Lord and God; trust with their heart that Jesus’ death and resurrection built the bridge to an eternal relationship with God; and therefore, decides with their will to repent of their sin and call on Jesus as Savior to forgive their sin and to acknowledge and submit to Jesus as Lord and Master.   

17.  What is God’s purpose in saving you?

2 Corinthians 5:15:  
18.  What will everyone acknowledge eventually?

Philippians 2:9-11:   
This lesson began by stating that discipleship is a decision.  We have looked at what the Bible reveals that a person must decide on.  We have seen that a person must…

A – Acknowledge their sin and rebellion against God’s perfect laws.  

B – Believe that Jesus Christ is both our Savior who died for all of our sins and Lord who defeated the power of sin and death by being raised to life again and ascended back into heaven as King. 

C – Call on Jesus to be Lord and Master over all their life.  

Have you ever, as an act of your mind, heart, and will, accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?    ___Yes     ___No

If not, or if you are not sure, are you willing to ask Jesus Christ to forgive you for your sins and to be your Lord?

If you want to become a true Christian you can say this prayer to express your faith and desire to God.

“Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe You died on the cross and rose from the dead paying the penalty for my sins. I now turn away from my sin and living only for myself and I ask you to forgive me.  Please come into my heart and life as Lord.  I commit myself to trust and follow You today and forevermore.  Amen.”      

DECLARING YOUR DECISION

19. What did Jesus want new believers to declare publicly?

Matthew 10:32-33:   
20. Read the following verses that demonstrate the act of obedience that allows you to publicly declare your faith?

Matthew 28:19-20:  
Acts 2:38:  
1 John 2:3:  
Baptism is an outward symbolic act that pictures an inward spiritual reality.  It expresses two things:

(1) What Jesus did for you – He died for your sins, was buried, and came back to life (1 Corinthians 15:46-58)

(2) What has happened to you – You died to an old way of life and have been raised to live a new life in Jesus.  (Romans 6:3-4) 

Scripture reveals that baptism involves:

1. The right person – a believer in Jesus for salvation

2. The right reasons – obedience and declaration of your faith

3. The right method – immersion  (Greek baptizo = to dip under)
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