Lesson 12

Pursuing Moral Excellence

Discipleship is a call to pursue holiness.  As followers of Jesus Christ we are to live differently than the rest of the world.    

Jesus’ disciple, Peter, wrote the following, But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy" (1 Peter 1:15-16).   
Holiness is a word that literally means “to be set apart.”   For example, many people have dishes that they use for everyday meals.  But they also have a set of dishes that are set apart to be used only for special occasions.  The dishes are always clean and often made to be more pretty than ordinary dishware.  In many ways that describes what God has made us to be as disciples.  

As followers of Christ we are also called “saints.”  God has set us apart for special purposes – to reveal his glory, grace and power.  He has removed our sin, cleaned us up and made us more beautiful because His image is now being reflected in our lives.  Therefore we are called to pursue holiness and practice godliness rather than playing in the world and being stained by it.  When parents give their children a bath they make it clear that they are not to go right out and play in the mud.

The world we live in is filled with all kinds of opportunity to draw us away from God and lead us into sinful behavior.  The appeal to pursue pleasure, possessions and power is very strong.  These things in and of themselves are not wrong, but when they become the dominant pursuit of our life, it means that we love the world more than we love and passionately pursue God.  Jesus made it clear that we must choose what the priority of our life will be when he said, “No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot be slaves of God and of money” (Matthew 6:24).   

This lesson will help you to learn how to pursue holiness and practice godliness.  

GOD’S HOLINESS
1.  What do the following verses reveal about the character of God.  

Exodus 15:11 
Isaiah 6:3  
1 John 1:5  
2. What do the following verses tell us about our ability to relate to God? 

Hebrews 12:14 
Matthew 5:8  
1 John 2:15-17 

Warning Against Wickedness
To pursue holiness is to actively run after that which pleases God and at the same time avoid the folly and consequences of evil behavior.  Proverbs 4:14-15 says 14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of the evil.  15Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on.  Holiness is a choice; it is an option we are called to chase after.  If we fail to make that choice we will suffer the consequences.  

3. What do these verses say is the consequence of un-holiness? 

Proverbs 25:28    
Proverbs 12:7, 9-10  
Romans 8:13  
Encouragement to Pursue Goodness
4.  What do these verses teach regarding striving toward that which is good? 

2 Corinthians 7:1  
1 Timothy 4:7  
Ephesians 4:22-24  

Romans 13:14  
God’s Provision For Our Holiness
The call to avoid evil and pursue good is impossible to accomplish on our own.  On our own we are powerless to overcome the sinful nature within us.  We need divine help, we need a Savior to forgive and cleanse us of our sin and we need a constant source of power to help us live holy lives.  Jesus came to pay the penalty of our sins so we could be forgiven and He has given us the Holy Spirit to abide within and empower us to live holy lives. 

5. What do the following verses teach us regarding what God has provided for us to be holy as He is holy?    

2 Corinthians 5:21  
Romans 8:1-2   
1 Corinthians 1:2  
2 Peter 1:3-4    
6. What else has God given us to live holy lives?  

Psalm 19:7-9  
Psalm 119:11  
1 Corinthians 6:19-20   
Our Responsibilities for Holiness
God has forgiven and cleansed us of our sins.  He has also given us His Spirit and His Word to help us remain holy.  But we have a responsibility to utilize these resources.  Therefore God calls on us to choose to make the effort to put away evil and practice what is good and pleasing to Him.   

7. What to the verses below instruct us to do? 

2 Peter 1:5-9  
Gal 5:16-22  
1 Thessalonians 4:3-4, 8  
God desires a for us to live a life that pleases Him and reveals His mercy and power for others to see and which brings Him glory.  Our lives are either a testimony of God’s goodness or our sinful rebellion.  We should strive to live in a way that He can be pleased and demonstrates the riches of His grace. 

8. What qualities did God admire in Job which can serves as our example? 

Job 1:8  

9.  What areas do you need to work on and change in order to live your life in a way the honors God? 
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